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Israeli-backed nonprofit is
apparently to blame for the
cancellation of a conference

meant to provide a platform for
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LGBTQ culture and human rights
groups in Nigeria, as well as a
country previously known for

anti-gay violence. According to a
report by Bleacher Report, the

board for Nigeria’s Pride Festival
announced last week that it was

canceling the event due to
financial reasons. Two of the
organizers, Chris Okoroji, a

transgender activist, and Isaac
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Egba, who runs a Christian youth
organization, were quoted as

saying that they were “unaware
the board had dissolved” and

that they were “deeply
disappointed and angered.” John

Ssegawa-Okezie, who is
currently the chair of the board,
later tweeted that the festival
had been canceled because
“Funding was mismanaged.”
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The festival was meant to be
held in Abeokuta this past week,

a city commonly known for its
high levels of anti-LGBT

violence. However, organizers
say that “opposition from right
wing groups was so strong and

the planned venue was too small
to accommodate the public.”

The controversy surrounding the
cancellation has raised
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questions about the country’s
lack of progress towards justice

for LGBTQ people, which is a
different reality than it was eight

years ago when a horrific
massacre left at least 38 people

dead, according to the
Associated Press. Although the

attack was considered the worst
against LGBTQ people in Nigeria,

it wasn’t until 2013 that more
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than 50 people were punished
for their participation in the

attack. The cancellation of Pride
Nigeria is also a stark contrast to
the unyielding progress that has

taken place in other parts of
Africa. In Cameroon, the

president is expected to sign
6d1f23a050
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